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new disciple, Mr. Percy Bysshe Shelley, gave
Godwin a sketch of the events of his past life.
Godwin learned that his correspondent was the
son of a country squire in Sussex, was heir to a
baronetcy and a considerable fortune ; that he had
been expelled from Oxford for publishing, and
refusing to deny the authorship of, a pamphlet
called "The Necessity of Atheism"; that his
father, having no sympathy either with his literary
tastes or speculative views, and still less with his
method of putting the latter in practice, had
required from him certain concessions and pro-
mises which he had declined to make, and so had
been cast off by his family, his father refusing to
communicate with him, except through a solicitor,
allowing him a sum barely enough for his own
wants, and that professedly to "prevent his cheat-
ing strangers." That, undeterred by all this, he
had, at nineteen, married a woman three years
younger, whose "pursuits, hopes, fears, and sor-
rows " had been like his own; and that he hoped to
devote his life and powers to the regeneration of
mankind and society.

There was something remarkable about these
letters, something that bespoke a mind, ill-bal-
anced it might be, but yet of no common order.
Whatever the worth of the writer's opinions,
there could be no doubt that he had the gift of
eloquence in their expression. Half interested